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A Mullerian abnormality is the term used when a girl is born with a problem in the way that her vagina or uterus has developed. This is because the female reproductive organs develop from the mullerian duct system. Disorders of mullerian duct fusion result when the lower portions of the two mullerian ducts do not join together. This can be called symmetric or asymmetric depending on whether the right and left sides are equal in size.
Symmetric Abnormalities of Mullerian Duct Fusion
A Didelphic or complete double uterus: This is when each portion of the mullerian duct has formed a uterus (womb) and cervix (neck of womb).

A Bicornuate or double horned uterus is where the single uterus is partially divided by a central septum (separating tissue) that protrudes into the uterus.
Asymmetric Abnormalities of Mullerian Duct Fusion
A Unicornuate (one sided) uterus is when one mullerian duct has developed while the other remains small, sometimes called a uterine remnant. If there is endometrial tissue (womb lining) in the uterine remnant this may cause pain.

A blocked hemivagina (one side of a double vagina) can occur when one side of a double uterus cannot drain via an opening in the vagina. Typically the vagina will be open at one side to the cervix of one side of the double uterus. The other side of the vagina will be closed and will result in the build up of menstrual blood from the other uterus.

Surgery is required when a girl or woman has obstructed menstrual blood either in a uterine remnant or an obstructed vagina. The removal of a large uterine septum may be offered if it is thought likely that the septum would threaten pregnancy. Double uterus and septate uterus is associated with higher rates of miscarriage and early delivery.
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Disorders of Mullerian Duct Fusion
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