
[image: image1.jpg]BritSPAG
N 4




A Mullerian abnormality is the term used when a girl is born with a problem in the way that her vagina or uterus has developed. This is because the female reproductive organs develop from the mullerian duct system. Disorders of the descent of the mullerian ducts occur when there are problems with the joining of the mullerian ducts and the urogenital sinus (a tube-like organ which develops into the bladder, the lower part of the vagina and the rectum.

The most common type of this problem is called an imperforate hymen. When a baby is developing in the womb the hymen develops as a flat, thin piece of tissue. This normally changes before the baby is born and becomes a thin rim around the opening to the vagina which is called the hymen. An Imperforate hymen occurs when the hymenal membrane does not open.
A transverse vaginal septum is when a piece of tissue blocks the vagina, separating the upper part of the vagina from the lower. The septum (separating tissue) can be of varying thickness and can be in different places along the vaginal canal.

A third example is an absence of the cervix (cervical agenesis), where the womb has developed without the neck and opening at the top of the vagina.

When menstruation (periods) begin blood from each cycle can build up behind the imperforate hymen, transverse septum or absent cervix. This can cause swelling, pain and further complications if not treated. The blood can be released during surgery.

A surgeon can easily remove the central portion of an imperforate hymen but a transverse septum involves more complex surgery and may require the patient to undertake aftercare in the form of the use of vaginal dilators (see leaflet in this series). Surgical correction of cervical agenesis is very difficult and if it is unsuccessful it may be that hysterectomy (surgical removal of the uterus/womb) is necessary.
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